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GRANDEST OF SLAMS
Excuse me. I’m sorry. I speak as an Englishman

For the game of lawn tennis there’s no better symbol than

Wimbledon…
Under embargo for 00.01, Wednesday 19 May 2010
Wimbledon announces first Championships Poet 
Wimbledon, in collaboration with The Poetry Trust, has for the first time appointed a ‘Championships Poet’ to capture the flavour and fervour of the world’s leading tennis tournament. 
Matt Harvey regularly entertains Radio 4 Saturday Live listeners with his perceptive, whimsical and above all funny poems. He’s also a lifelong tennis fan. As Championships Poet 2010, Matt will create a poem-a-day on all things Wimbledon: from umpires and racket stringers to the ball boys and ball girls; from the grass and its bounce to rain and the roof.  Strawberries and cream, of course, and all the unfolding drama of the matches and players. 

All Matt’s poems will be viewable online and there’ll be audio podcasts – featuring Matt reading his latest verses and sharing behind-the-scene observations – via the Wimbledon and Poetry Trust websites. Enjoy the first podcast now on The Poetry Trust website as Matt explores Wimbledon, shares his excitement and reads his ‘Grandest of Slams’ poem for the first time www.thepoetrytrust.org  
As Championships Poet 2010, Matt will be keeping a blog and interacting with tennis fans at home and abroad via twitter. During the tournament Matt will also give impromptu live performances to the famous Wimbledon queue as they wait to enter the Club’s grounds.
Honor Godfrey, Curator of the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum, who proposed the concept said:  “We are always examining different ways of interpreting The Championships and this year the Club agreed that having an official Championships Poet would provide a novel and interesting way of doing this.   We are looking forward to working with Matt and the Poetry Trust and it will be fascinating to see both Matt’s take on what we see year-in year-out, and indeed the public’s reaction to the poems.”    
Naomi Jaffa Director of The Poetry Trust comments: “We couldn’t be more thrilled and excited – for Matt, who’s a poet we’re so proud to champion, and for the tennis-loving millions around the world who’ll be surprised and delighted (we hope!) by some truly ace poems.”
Matt Harvey comments: “Quite simply I’m delighted, with a little bit of healthy anxiety thrown in. It’s an honour, and I’m acutely conscious it’s the only time I’ll come first in anything at Wimbledon, unless you count the queue for strawberries.”
For further information or to interview The Championships Poet,

please contact Kate Wright-Morris or Truda Spruyt at Colman Getty

on 020 7631 2666 or kate@ccolmangetty.co.uk / Truda@colmangetty.co.uk
About Matt Harvey
Matt Harvey is a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4’s Saturday Live programme and for two years wrote the Desktop Poetry slot in the Guardian. He is the creator of Empath Man on Radio 4, the contemporary superhero who fights crime through his advanced listening skills. “Very funny, very satirical” The Times.

His recent Edinburgh show Wondermentalist was described as “an absolute gem of a show” by Fest Magazine and “an unexpected delight” Chortle.  Last November the composer Stephen Deazley’s setting of Matt’s words, The Songbook of Unsingable Songs, premiered in Scotland to great acclaim. “These are juicy, clever, renegade songs that tap into the delights of bizarre imaginings and ricketty-racketty wordplay” The Herald. “A triumph” The Scotsman.

His latest book of poems The Hole in the Sum of my Parts – published by and available from The Poetry Trust – is in its 4th imprint. His next book Where Earwigs Dare will be published by Green Books in October 2010. He will present a new series, The Wondermentalist Cabaret, on BBC Radio 4 in early 2011. 

www.mattharvey.co.uk
The Wimbledon Tennis Championships

Wimbledon is widely regarded as the most prestigious tennis tournament in the world. The oldest of the four Grand Slam tournaments, it is the only one still to be played on grass. It attracts over 500,000 tennis fans during the fortnight of The Championships. www.wimbledon.org.   Media contact:  Johnny Perkins, + 44 20 8971 2529/2443, Johnny@johnnyperkinsassociates.com
The Poetry Trust

The Poetry Trust champions today’s best poets and tomorrow’s best poems. It is one of the UK’s flagship poetry organisations delivering a year-round programme of live events, talent development, courses, prizes, publications and a digital platform The Poetry Channel. The Poetry Trust also runs the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival, the UK’s premier annual celebration of international contemporary poetry, drawing poets and audiences from all over Britain and around the world. The 22nd Aldeburgh Poetry Festival will take place from 5 – 7 November 2010. 

www.thepoetrytrust.org
Grandest of Slams

By Matt Harvey
Excuse me. I’m sorry. I speak as an Englishman

For the game of lawn tennis there’s no better symbol than

Wimbledon

The place where the game’s flame was sparked and then kindled in

Where so many spines have sat straight and then tingled in

Wimbledon

Where strawberries and cream have traditionally been sampled in

Kids’ eyes have lit up and their cheeks have been dimpled in

Wimbledon

Where tough tennis cookies have cracked and then crumbled in

Top seeds have stumbled, have tumbled, been humbled in

Wimbledon

Where home-grown heroes’ hopes have swelled up and then dwindled in

Wimbledon

The Grand Slams’ best of breed, it’s the whizz it’s the biz

The temple where physics expresses its fizz

There’s one word for tennis and that one word is

Wimbledon

© Matt Harvey, The Championships Poet 2010
