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PRESS RELEASE / SEPTEMBER 2011 For Immediate Release

Shortlist announced for Aldeburgh First Collection Prize 2011 

From 74 entries, the shortlist for the 2011 Aldeburgh First Collection Prize – one of the most influential and established poetry prizes in the UK – highlights five distinctive new voices as ‘ones-to-watch’ amongst the next generation of UK poets. 

The Poetry Trust announced the shortlist today:
Rachael Boast
       Sidereal 

(Picador)
Tom Duddy
       The Hiding Place
(Arlen House)
Nancy Gaffield
       Tokaido Road

(CB Editions)
Ed Reiss

       Your Sort

(Smith Doorstop)



Jacqueline Saphra   The Kitchen of Lovely Contraptions (Flipped Eye Publishing Ltd)
All three judges commented on the range and variety of voices. Michael Laskey (Chair) said: “The striking individuality of these collections is mirrored by the pleasing diversity of the publishers represented.” “A testimony to the vitality of new poetry”, according to Penelope Shuttle, for whom the selection process so far “has been as exhilarating as a voyage on the high seas!” For fellow judge, Robert Seatter, “this shortlist of five was hard won. It represents all that's distinctive about poetry writing today – incisive, penetrating, illuminating and exuberant. Words that really had to be written.” 
In the 23 years of the Aldeburgh Prize, only once has the winner also scooped the Forward Best First Collection (Robin Robertson for A Painted Field). With two books currently on both the Aldeburgh and Forward shortlists this year – Rachael Boast’s Sidereal and Nancy Gaffield’s Tokaido Road – it will be interesting to see if this almost unbroken record of different winners continues.

    

The Aldeburgh First Collection Prize is valuable not just for its cash prize of £1,000, but also for the emphasis on identifying and developing talent. The winner receives a week of ‘protected’ writing time on the inspirational Suffolk coast and – most crucially – a fee-paying invitation to read at the 2012 Aldeburgh Poetry Festival. 
This year’s winner will be announced at the start of the 23rd Aldeburgh Poetry Festival on Friday 4 November 2011. More details available at www.thepoetrytrust.org
/ENDS 
Notes to Editors 
1. The Aldeburgh First Collection Prize, established in 1989, was the first major award designed to recognise and benefit a poet at first book stage. Supported from 2003 until 2008 by the Jerwood Charitable Foundation (as the Jerwood Aldeburgh First Collection Prize), it is one of the UK’s oldest and most influential prizes for contemporary poetry.
2. The three-poet judging panel for the 2011 Prize comprises Michael Laskey (Chair), Robert Seatter and Penelope Shuttle.  
3. To arrange an interview with the director of The Poetry Trust, Naomi Jaffa, a member of the judging panel or a shortlisted poet, contact The Poetry Trust on 01986 835950 or at info@thepoetrytrust.org
4. The winner of the 2011 Aldeburgh First Collection Prize will be announced on Friday 4 November at the main opening reading of the 23rd Aldeburgh Poetry Festival, 4–6 November. This reading features Fleur Adcock, Oliver Reynolds and last year’s Aldeburgh First Collection Prize winner, Christian Campbell. The new winner receives a cash prize of £1,000, a week’s ‘protected’ writing time on the Suffolk coast, and a fee-paying invitation to read at the 2012 Aldeburgh Poetry Festival. 

5. The Poetry Trust is currently one of the UK’s flagship poetry organisations, core funded by Arts Council England to deliver a year-round programme of live events, creative education opportunities, courses, prizes and publications. The annual Aldeburgh Poetry Festival, this year celebrating its 23rd birthday, (4–6 November 2011) is the Trust’s most high profile activity. The Poetry Trust will cease to receive regular funding from Arts Council England from April 2012 and the future of the organisation is uncertain.  www.thepoetrytrust.org
6. Previous Aldeburgh First Collection Prize winners include Nick Laird (2005), Henry Shukman (2002), Colette Bryce (2000), and Robin Robertson (1997).
The Aldeburgh First Collection Prize is a valuable validation for any poet at the beginning of their career; the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival is warmly embraced by poets and poetry readers alike.
Robin Robertson, winner in 1997 for A Painted Field (Picador)
