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PRESS RELEASE                                             FOR IMMEDIATE USE
An evening of acclaimed British poetry
Poetry Prom, Snape Maltings Concert Hall • Tuesday 23 August 2011 7.30pm 
The Poetry Trust is delighted to present three strikingly different poetic voices for the annual Poetry Prom in August. The Poetry Prom at Snape Maltings Concert Hall is the UK’s largest celebration of live poetry, attracting between 600 and 800 people each year.
On Tuesday 23 August at 7.30pm the Poetry Prom will host three of Britain’s foremost literary figures. Helen Dunmore has said that she approaches a poem as a physical experience, and her readings use repetition and light lyricism to convey this intimacy. The poetry of Jackie Kay is drawn to discussions of identity and belonging, with influences ranging from Scottish balladic traditions to American blues refrains. T.S. Eliot Prize-winner Alice Oswald is an engaging performer with an ear for both oral literary histories and the cadences of the natural world.
This is the ninth year that a Poetry Prom – programmed by The Poetry Trust at the invitation of Aldeburgh Music – has been part of the popular Snape Proms series. Box office: 01728 687110 or www.aldeburgh.co.uk
In partnership with Aldeburgh Music 
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Sponsored by Fairweather Stephenson & Co.
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ENDS

Notes to editors
1. Tickets cost £14, £12, £10, prom £6.50 and are available online at www.aldeburgh.co.uk and by phone on 01728 687110. The performance is suitable for adults and teenagers.
2. The Poetry Trust is one of the UK’s flagship poetry organisations, delivering a year-round programme of live events, creative education opportunities, courses, prizes and publications. The annual Aldeburgh Poetry Festival, this year celebrating its 23rd birthday, (4–6 November 2011) is the Trust’s core and most high profile activity. www.thepoetrytrust.org
3. Photographs of the poets, previous Poetry Prom audiences and Snape Concert Hall 
4. Snape Proms, 1–31 August 2011. The annual Snape Proms are organised by Aldeburgh Music, offering an electric mix of performances, spanning classical, jazz, blues, folk and world music as well as comedy and poetry. www.aldeburgh.co.uk
5. The 2011 Poetry Prom is generously supported by Fairweather Stephenson & Co.
6. Biographies of the poets
Helen Dunmore was born the second of four children in 1952. She studied at the University of York and taught in Finland for several years. Her second poetry collection, The Sea Skater, won the Alice Hunt Bartlett Award and her novels have won the McKitterick Prize and the Orange Prize for Fiction.

Jackie Kay was born in Edinburgh in 1961 to a Scottish mother and Nigerian father, and was adopted as a baby. Her first poetry book The Adoption Pages won the Scottish Arts Council Book of the Year in 1991. She has since published books for children, several poetry collections and award-winning novels.
Alice Oswald was born in 1966 and studied Classics at New College, Oxford. Her work has received the Eric Gregory Award, the Forward Prize for Best First Collection and the T.S. Eliot Prize. The collections Weeds and Wildflowers and Dart were published in 2009 and 2010.
