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Ludbrooke: An Introduction 

Alan Brownjohn’s poetic alter-ego arrives in style!
In a stylish new pamphlet published by The Poetry Trust, Alan Brownjohn introduces Ludbrooke, his eponymous anti-hero. “I’ve found somebody fictitious to represent the disagreeable elements in my own character”, Alan explains. “He’s devious and up to all sorts of furtive ruses. In fact, Ludbrooke has more than a little seedy panache.”

This is the first time Brownjohn’s ‘Ludbrooke’ poems have been brought together in one volume and according to Alan Jenkins, Literary Editor of the Times Literary Supplement,  “Alan’s late flowering with Ludbrooke is one of the best things going on in poetry at the moment.” 

Another fan is Irish poet (and recent chronicler of Stepping Stones: Interviews with Seamus Heaney) Dennis O’Driscoll: “Alan is astonishing: the Ludbrooke poems are among his very best – a brilliantly wry creation, lovably roguish, yet deeply vulnerable too… It’s an inspired idea to publish a pamphlet: I’ve been assembling a kind of samizdat Brownjohn pamphlet of my own by cutting out Ludbrooke poems whenever the artful character pops up in a literary journal.”

Alan Brownjohn has been an admired and influential presence in English poetry for almost 50 years and even the dubious character of Ludbrooke can now only enhance his already considerable reputation. For dedicated followers, Brownjohn is indeed a ‘national treasure’, even though he recently told the 2009 Poetry Prom audience – at Snape Maltings Concert Hall where he performed to over 600 – that he’d rather be thought of as a ‘national liability’. A fitting soubriquet perhaps for those who continue to wonder where Brownjohn ends and ‘Ludbrooke’ begins.
There are just 300 limited edition copies of Ludbrooke: An Introduction. 
Price £5 (+ £1 P&P) and available only from The Poetry Trust. 
To place an order, call 01986 835950 or email info@thepoetrytrust.org or visit www.thepoetrytrust.org 
ENDS
Notes to editors 
1. Ludbrooke: An Introduction, costs £5 (+ £1 P&P) and can only be purchased directly from The Poetry Trust. To place an order, call01986 835950 or email info@thepoetrytrust.org  Payment by cheque or by card. To pay by debit or credit card, please call the office with your order and card details.
2. Alan Brownjohn was born in 1931 in London where he still lives. He has worked as a lecturer, reviewer, editor, translator and novelist. Author of twelve collections – most recently Collected Poems 1952–2006 (Enitharmon Press) – he is a consummately skilled and inventive poet, loved for his deadpan aplomb and subversive wit. 

3. To arrange an interview with Alan Brownjohn or The Poetry Trust’s, director Naomi Jaffa, contact The Poetry Trust  on 01986 835950 or at  info@thepoetrytrust.org
4. Photos are available of Alan Brownjohn performing at the 2009 Poetry Prom to an audience of over 600 on 25 August. To request copies contact The Poetry Trust office. 
5. The Poetry Trust is one of the UK’s flagship poetry organisations, delivering a year-round programme of live events, creative education opportunities, courses, prizes and publications. The annual Aldeburgh Poetry Festival, this year celebrating its 21st birthday, (6-8 November 2009) is the Trust’s core and most high profile activity. www.thepoetrytrust.org
6. A pdf file of the entire pamphlet is available on request contact The Poetry Trust office.

7. Sample ‘Ludbrooke’ poem by Alan Brownjohn  
His Chivalry

He stops at his local zebra, in front

Of a girl braking her Ford for him radiantly

Visible through her screen of untinted glass.

She has stopped for Ludbrooke alone, he feels favoured

For the first time in weeks, doesn’t falter at the kerb,

Strides out with his head turned smilingly towards her,

Put a kiss on the forefinger and middle finger

Of his right hand, for once an unprepared impulse,

And wafts it to her – and she’s smiling back.

A good day, he concludes, as he pushes through

The doors of a supermarket he’s ashamed to enter

And strolls down aisles of plastic groceries thinking,

I can use that kiss again, I really can.
