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PRESS RELEASE 
Strictly embargoed until 8pm, Friday 5 November 2010
Aldeburgh First Collection Prize 2010 – Winner announced
The winner of the Aldeburgh First Collection Prize 2010 – one of the most important and established poetry awards in the UK – was announced at the 22nd Aldeburgh Poetry Festival on Friday 5 November at 8pm. The recipient of this best first collection prize is the young Caribbean poet Christian Campbell for Running the Dusk (Peepal Tree Press). 
Judge Jo Shapcott praised the collection as a “bravura performance” describing Campbell’s poems as “energetic, fluid and musical and full of loss, hope and imagination.” The book, which was also shortlisted for the Forward Prize for Best First Collection, was described by fellow judge Neil Rollinson as “the clear stand out among all the volumes I read.”  
Campbell responded to news of his win with: 
“Let’s just say that I’m ‘feeling good’ in the Nina Simone way! I’m honoured to be a part of a moment of great energy and transformation in contemporary poetry in the UK.  It’s very, very difficult for any young poet, and for any Caribbean poet, to get this level of recognition.” 

Jeremy Poynting, Founding Editor of Peepal Tree Press said: 
“Christian is a hugely talented poet; his patience in waiting until he had a collection he was really comfortable with is a model for all young poets. We always felt confident Running the Dusk would be recognised for its outstanding qualities – its wit and its warmth.” 
In addition to a £3,000 cheque, Christian Campbell receives an invitation to read at next year’s 23rd Aldeburgh Poetry Festival (4–6 November 2011), plus a week’s protected writing time on the inspirational East Suffolk coast.
Further information, contact: Alice Kent, 01986 835950 or email akent@thepoetrytrust.org
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/ENDS 

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Poem from Running the Dusk:
THE FIRST TIME I MADE CURRY


You left your scrunchee here that last time.

On the dresser, there forgetting your scent.

You only wore it when you smoked (slim, mint

Nat Shermans), to spare your hair. The first time

I made curry, there was smoke. Six whole nights

it stained the air – a thing in my kitchen 

alive. I think you were gone by then.

But it was good, plenty channa, not too mild.

I stopped cutting my hair again, just in 

time for the cold. Haven’t met any other

West Indians yet. I don’t have time to miss

a beat. Every dayclean I still swim – 

like nothing. Like every Friday, Next Door

must still cuss out her married man and fry fish.  

2. The Aldeburgh First Collection Prize, established in 1989, was the first UK award designed to recognise and benefit a poet at first book stage. Supported from 2003/08 by the Jerwood Charitable Foundation (as the Jerwood Aldeburgh First Collection Prize), it is one of the UK’s oldest and most influential prizes for contemporary poetry. Previous winners have included Robin Robertson, Nick Laird, Colette Bryce, Roger Moulson and Tiffany Atkinson.
3.  The judges for the 2010 Aldeburgh First Collection Prize were Michael Laskey (Chair), Neil Rollinson and Jo Shapcott. Their 2010 Aldeburgh First Collection Prize Shortlist comprised: 

Christian Campbell, Running the Dusk, (Peepal Tree Press)

Robert Dickinson, Micrographia, (Waterloo Press)

Sheila Hillier, A Quechua Confession Manual, (Cinnamon Press)

Katharine Towers, The Floating Man, (Picador Poetry)

Sam Willetts, New Light for the Old Dark, (Cape Poetry)

Tony Williams, The Corner of Arundel Lane and Charles Street (Salt Publishing)

4. The Poetry Trust is one of the UK’s flagship poetry organisations delivering a year-round live and digital programme (including the annual international Aldeburgh Poetry Festival and The Poetry Channel), artist development, creative learning opportunities, courses, prizes and publications. The Poetry Trust is an Arts Council England regularly-funded organisation. www.thepoetrytrust.org 
5. Peepal Tree Press is now in its 24th year of independent publishing. It specialises in fiction, poetry and critical titles that focus on Caribbean and Black British writing. Christian Campbell joins a list that includes established Caribbean poets such as Kwame Dawes, Kendel Hippolyte, Merle Collins, Mark McWatt and David Dabydeen; important writers from the previous generation such as Dennis Scott, Ian McDonald, Wayne Brown and Eric Roach; and exciting new voices both from the UK and the Caribbean such as Dorothea Smartt, Raman Mundair and Nii Parkes. Peepal Tree’s founding editor is Jeremy Poynting, and its associate poetry editor is Kwame Dawes. Peepal Tree runs a writers development programme called Inscribe which is funded by the Arts Council of England. Recently, it published Red, the most substantial anthology of new Black British poetry.

6.  Additional quotations
Michael Laskey, poet & Chair of the judging panel
“From a very strong shortlist we finally chose Christian Campbell's substantial collection Running the Dusk for its wide-ranging ambition, its compelling linguistic energy and exuberance.”
Pulitzer Prize winning US poet Yusef Komunyakaa 
“If you’re holding Running the Dusk in your hands, you are lucky to be facing the gutsy work of a long-distance runner who possesses the wit and endurance, the staying power of authentic genius.”
Poet and Chair of African American studies at Yale University Elizabeth Alexander 
“A truly auspicious debut by a brilliant young writer of wide-open ear and versatile tongue.”
