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For immediate release

22nd Aldeburgh Poetry Festival 

– the ultimate poetry weekend
5–7 November 2010
www.thepoetrytrust.org
Described last year by Tom Paulin as ‘the best poetry – indeed literary – festival’ he’s ever been to, the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival is renowned for the quality and independence of its programming. Mixing famous names, international talent and intriguing new or overlooked voices, the 2010 Festival welcomes poets from America, Ireland, New Zealand, Nigeria, Sweden and the UK to the inspirational East Suffolk coast.
Former UK Poet Laureate Andrew Motion shares the poems he can’t live without; Queen’s Gold Medalist Don Paterson offers a fresh interpretation of Robert Frost; Elaine Feinstein confides in her relationship with The Beats; and Bernard Kops tackles the writer’s responsibility to be subversive. Plus plenty of international perspectives – from New Zealand’s inaugural poet laureate Bill Manhire, Sweden’s critically-acclaimed Lars Gustafsson, Holland’s enigmatic Toon Tellegen, and two scintillating Americans making UK debuts, Marie Howe and Dorianne Laux. The award-winning travel writer, documentary film-maker and contemporary poetry enthusiast Hugh Thomson will blog the Festival weekend.

Further Festival highlights:  
· the much-travelled Harry Clifton, newly appointed Ireland Professor of Poetry, discusses the concept of ‘home’ with Hugh Thomson 

· Selima Hill and Bill Manhire debate whether sadness is a more natural and even, sometimes, a more pleasurable subject for poetry 
· new talent showcase: Caroline Bird, Luke Kennard and Jack Underwood 
· Inua Ellams performs his potent new magic realism one-man show, Untitled
· late-night razor-sharp stand-up poetry from Radio 4’s Saturday Live Elvis McGonagall 
The full Festival programme of forty-four events (12 free), held in venues throughout the irresistible small seaside town of Aldeburgh, can be found at: www.thepoetrytrust.org 

Tickets range from £3 – £14 and can be booked online at www.aldeburgh.co.uk (follow link to Aldeburgh Poetry Festival) or at 01728 687110. 
Podcasts of Festival highlights and behind-the-scenes conversations will be available to download from The Poetry Trust’s Poetry Channel and are available for syndication: 
www.thepoetrytrust.org/poetry-channel
Books by all participating poets available throughout the Festival from Aldeburgh Bookshop 
www.aldeburghbookshop.co.uk 

/ENDS 
For further information about the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival and The Poetry Trust, and for press passes, please contact:

Alice Kent, Marketing & Communications at The Poetry Trust on 01986 835950 or

akent@thepoetrytrust.org
Notes to editors
Launched in 1989, Aldeburgh Poetry Festival is the UK’s premier annual festival dedicated to national/international contemporary poetry and attracts the UK’s largest and most discerning poetry audiences each year (45,000 attendances since 1989). The Festival is the annual showcase at the heart of The Poetry Trust’s year-round programme. 

The Poetry Trust champions, discovers, nurtures, celebrates and promotes outstanding contemporary poets and poetry. It is one of the UK’s flagship poetry organisations delivering a year-round programme of live events, artist development, courses, prizes, publications and a digital platform, The Poetry Channel. www.thepoetrytrust.org
The Festival maintains a general no-inviting-back rule which ensures a fresh line-up of poets each year, with poets only returning after an absence of a decade or more. The 350 poets from 33 countries who have read at Aldeburgh since 1989 include: 
Simon Armitage, Margaret Atwood, Mourid Barghouti, Billy Collins, Wendy Cope, Mark Doty, Carol Ann Duffy, Helen Dunmore, Hans Magnus Enzensberger, U A Fanthorpe, John Hegley, Geoffrey Hill, Miroslav Holub, Galway Kinnell, August Kleinzahler, Kenneth Koch, Clive James, Antjie Krog, Philip Levine, Christopher Logue, Michael Longley, Thomas Lynch, Roger McGough, Adrian Mitchell, Edwin Morgan, Paul Muldoon, Les Murray, Sharon Olds, Alice Oswald, Ruth Padel, Tom Paulin, Craig Raine, Christopher Reid, Robin Robertson, Michael Rosen, Charles Simic, Marin Sorescu, Stephen Spender, George Szirtes, C K Williams. 

