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For immediate release

23rd Aldeburgh Poetry Festival, 4–6 November 2011
the ultimate poetry weekend
www.thepoetrytrust.org
Mixing famous names, international talent and intriguing new or overlooked voices, the 2011 Aldeburgh Poetry Festival welcomes 25 poets – from Albania, America, Australia, The Bahamas, Ireland, Jordan, New Zealand and all over the UK – to the inspirational East Suffolk coast for a packed two-and-a-half day celebration of contemporary poetry.
Recent US Poet Laureate Kay Ryan believes that good poetry ‘puts more oxygen into the atmosphere: it just makes it easier to breathe’ – and she’ll be making her UK debut at Aldeburgh alongside another former US Laureate Robert Hass who’s not read in the UK since the seventies. Hass will join forces with former UK Laureate Andrew Motion to address their joint preoccupation with war and poetry’s capacity to tackle the subject in the 21st century. ‘What makes a 21st Century Poem?’ is the question running throughout the weekend, first addressed by an international quartet of poets: Fleur Adcock (New Zealand), Christian Campbell (Bahamas, winner of the 2010 Aldeburgh First Collection Prize), Robert Hass (USA) and Luljeta Lleshanaku (Albania, also making her UK debut).  
Further Festival highlights:  
· Aldeburgh’s first nonagenarian poet Fergus Allen, defying the dying of the light and reading from his scintillating new 5th collection (Before Troy, CB Editions) 

· new talent showcase: Emily Berry (30), Hannah Lowe (34), Sam Riviere (30)
· performance of Incoming – Andrew Motion’s first stage play about the domestic impact back home of the war in Afghanistan, and commissioned by HighTide Theatre Festival and The Poetry Trust  ‘…hauntingly expresses the confusion and misery we imagine.’ The Times
· events to mark the centenary of the birth of two giants of 20th century poetry – Poland’s Czeslaw Milosz and Scotland’s Sorley Maclean 

· the one and only Roger McGough – at the opening event for young poets and families, in conversation about his writing life, and performing solo to test-drive new poems 
Director of The Poetry Trust, Naomi Jaffa says: 
“Aldeburgh Poetry Festival is famous for the quality, intensity and independence of its programme and the attentiveness and size of the audiences (we recorded 4,200 ‘bums on seats’ last year). Despite the shock of losing our secure Arts Council funding for the future, we’re concentrating on pulling out all the stops to make sure that this year’s Festival is simply brilliant.”
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The full Festival programme of 52 events (14 free), held in venues across Aldeburgh’s seaside town setting, is at http://www.thepoetrytrust.org/festival_events_links/  Tickets range from £3 – £14 and can be booked online at www.aldeburgh.co.uk (follow link to Aldeburgh Poetry Festival) or phone 01728 687110. 
Podcasts of Festival highlights and behind-the-scenes conversations will be available to download from The Poetry Trust’s Poetry Channel and are available for syndication: 
www.thepoetrytrust.org/poetry-channel
Books by all participating poets available throughout the Festival from Aldeburgh Bookshop 
www.aldeburghbookshop.co.uk    


ENDS 

For further information about the Aldeburgh Poetry Festival and The Poetry Trust, and for press passes, please contact:
Naomi Jaffa, Director, The Poetry Trust on 01986 835950 or njaffa@thepoetrytrust.org
* * * * * * * * * * * *
Notes to editors
Launched in 1989, Aldeburgh Poetry Festival is the UK’s premier annual festival dedicated to national/international contemporary poetry and attracts the UK’s largest and most discerning poetry audiences each year (50,000 attendances since 1989). The Festival is the annual showcase at the heart of The Poetry Trust’s year-round programme. 

The Poetry Trust is currently one of the UK’s flagship poetry organisations, core funded by Arts Council England to deliver a year-round programme of live events, creative education opportunities, courses, prizes and publications. The annual Aldeburgh Poetry Festival is the Trust’s most high profile activity. The Poetry Trust will cease to receive regular funding from Arts Council England from April 2012 and the future of both the organisation and Festival is uncertain.  www.thepoetrytrust.org
The Festival maintains a general no-inviting-back rule which ensures a fresh line-up of poets each year, with poets only returning after an absence of a decade or more. The 409 poets from 36 countries who have read at Aldeburgh since 1989 include: 
Simon Armitage, Margaret Atwood, Mourid Barghouti, Billy Collins, Wendy Cope, Mark Doty, Carol Ann Duffy, Helen Dunmore, Hans Magnus Enzensberger, U A Fanthorpe, Elaine Feinstein, Lars Gustafsson, John Hegley, Geoffrey Hill, Miroslav Holub, Galway Kinnell, August Kleinzahler, Kenneth Koch, Clive James, Jackie Kay, Antjie Krog, Philip Levine, Christopher Logue, Michael Longley, Thomas Lynch, Bill Manhire, Roger McGough, Adrian Mitchell, Edwin Morgan, Andrew Motion, Paul Muldoon, Les Murray, Sharon Olds, Alice Oswald, Ruth Padel, Don Paterson, Tom Paulin, Craig Raine, Christopher Reid, Robin Robertson, Michael Rosen, Charles Simic, Marin Sorescu, Stephen Spender, George Szirtes, C K Williams. 
